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Commonwealth Arboretum

Project Description Arboretum walk with signature tree species, lush 
landscaping, an interactive pond, and natural path.  
Located on the west side of Commonwealth Park.

Designer(s) Spruce Designs

Brian Kent Jones, Architects


Approval Status Reviewed by Recreation Board and Tree and Public 
Gardens Commission

Estimated Budget (11/22) $400,000

Proposed Source of Funding Bexley Community Foundation Grant

(Under application)

Date of Commencement Spring, 2023

Date of Completion Fall, 2023



Commonwealth Fields

Project Description Rehabilitated athletics fields with new soil, turf, and 
irrigation.

Designer(s) Field Source Ohio

Brian Kent Jones, Architects


Approval Status Reviewed by Recreation Board and Tree and City 
Council

Estimated Budget (11/22) $460,000

Source of Funding City of Bexley Capital Fund

Date of Commencement Spring, 2022

Date of Completion Spring, 2023



Commonwealth Connector

Project Description Transformed Columbia Avenue connection between 
Commonwealth East and West, with brick and 
cobblestone street surface, medians, recessed parking, 
pedestrian shelf, bookended with plazas and pergolas

Designer(s) Brian Kent Jones, Architects

Final design RFP under development


Approval Status Initial reviewby Recreation Board, and Tree Commission, 
and City Council via Commonwealth Park Master Plan

Estimated Budget (11/22) $500,000 (not incl. OPWC underlay work)

Proposed Source of Funding OPWC 

City of Bexley Capital Fund

Date of Commencement Summer, 2023

Date of Completion Fall, 2023
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Commonwealth Gateway features

Project Description Columns and gateway structures on the south side of 
the park, bookending Columbia Drive.  The west feature 
will house mechanicals, while the east feature will 
house a public restroom.

Designer(s) Brian Kent Jones, Architects

Brian Marczich


Approval Status Initial reviewby Recreation Board, Tree Commission, and 
City Council via Commonwealth Park Master Plan

Under final review by ARB

Estimated Budget (11/22) $390,000 (contractor estimate)

Source of Funding 2022 City of Bexley Capital Fund

Date of Commencement Winter/Spring, 2023

Date of Completion Spring 2023
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Havenwood Park Refresh

Project Description Replacement of limestone walls, new landscaping and 
plant material, refreshed furniture

Designer(s) Spruce Designs


Approval Status Approved by Tree and Public Gardens Commission

Budget (11/22) $87,000 (approved contract)

Source of Funding 2022 City of Bexley Capital Fund

Date of Commencement Fall/Winter, 2022

Date of Completion Winter, 2022



Schneider / Astor Bridge

Project Description Bicycle and pedestrian bridge at Astor entrance to 
Schneider Park, connecting across Alum Creek trail to 
the regional bike path system

Designer(s) Koch Engineering

Spruce Designs


Approval Status Pending final design

Budget (11/22) $800,000 (pending final design)

Source of Funding $350,000 State Capital Fund (awarded)

Balance from ODNR grant (under application) / TIF

Date of Commencement Spring/Summer, 2023

Date of Completion Fall/Winter, 2023



Bexley Natural Dog Park

Project Description Fenced, off-leash natural dog park at Schneider Park, 
just north of the Astor entrance.  Forested and shaded 
park will have a combination mulch and grass cover, 
with natural obstacle course

Designer(s) Spruce Designs


Approval Status Approved by Tree and Public Gardens Commission

Budget (11/22) $65,000

Source of Funding BCF Grant ($40,000)

2023 Capital Fund for remainder

Date of Commencement Summer, 2022

Date of Completion Spring, 2023
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Schneider Park Main Street Trailhead

Project Description Trailhead and sitting area at Main Street for the 
Schneider Park natural trail.  At Main and the creek, the 
trailhead features bluestone paver walkway, a sitting 
area, and a signature willow tree.  Phase II will include 
entryway columns, lighting, and creek overlook 
(pending funding)

Designer(s) MKSK

Spruce Designs


Approval Status Approved by Tree and Public Gardens Commission

Budget (11/22) $xxxx

Source of Funding BCF Grant ($20,000)

Main Street Streetscape TIF

Date of Commencement Spring, 2022 (Phase I)

Date of Completion Fall, 2023 (Phase II)



DGB Kindness Park

Project Description The DGB Kindness Park is a pocket park located to the 
west of the Drexel Theatre.  The park features bench 
seating, a small fountain, and a repository for kindness 
rocks and kindness messaging on the public 
chalkboard.

Designer(s) Spruce Designs

MKSK


Approval Status Approved by Tree and Public Gardens Commission

Budget (11/22) $40,000

Source of Funding BCF Grant

Date of Commencement Winter/Spring, 2022

Date of Completion Summer, 2022



1876 Plaza

Project Description A park for gathering and play on Main Street across 
from the Drexel Theatre.  The park will include a 
seasonal fire pit, splash pad, and future Community 
Christmas Tree and Menorah staging for Main Street.  
With room for outdoor ping pong and foosball tables, 
Adirondack chairs, and bistro tables, this will be a 
peaceful gathering space for the community 

Designer(s) Spruce Designs


Approval Status Approved by Tree and Public Gardens Commission

Budget (11/22) $470,000 to $600,000 (pending final design details)

Source of Funding Main Street Streetscape Fund (Proposed)

Date of Commencement Summer, 2023

Date of Completion Fall, 2023



Main Street Reading Room

Project Description A park many years in the planning, this outdoor reading 
room would bridge the space between the Bexley 
Public Library and Torat Emet Synagogue, serving as an 
outdoor reading room and gathering space, with space 
for seating, small programs, and a water feature.

Designer(s) MKSK

Spruce Designs

Final Design Pending


Approval Status Pending Design

Budget (11/22) Pending Design Finalization

Source of Funding Bexley Library funds

Torat Emet Synagogue (in kind contributions)

Main Street Streetscape Fund (Proposed)

Date of Commencement Summer, 2023

Date of Completion Fall, 2023



Active spaces for youth

Project Description New, exciting gathering and active spaces 
for middle to high school age kids.  Focused 
on high-demand uses that are casual and 
unprogrammed.

Designer(s) Pending


Budget (11/22) Pending Design Finalization

Source of Funding Pending project scope

Bexley Community Foundation Grant 
Application

Date of Commencement Summer, 2023

Date of Completion Fall, 2023
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City of Bexley Letter of Intent

Letter of Intent: DGB Kindness Park

Project Description: 
One of the last projects Denise Blank hoped to accomplish before her passing in December 2019 was to improve the 
pocket park located next to the Drexel Theater in order to entice people to use the park. In honor of her memory and 
vision, a focal point has been designed inspired by the kindess rocks Denise spread throughout the community.  A 
new water feature surrounded by a bed of kindess rocks will be installed in front of a new bench to hide the unsightly 
foundation wall along the Drexel Theater Wall.  Slate chalkboards will be installed on the brick wall and supplies will be 
provided for people to come to the park to paint kindess rocks and leave a message on the chalkboards. Barry Blank has 
generously agreed to fund the project out of the Denise and Barry Blank Tree Fund. To honor Denise and his donation, 
the park will be called the ‘DGB Kindess’ Park.

Cost Estimate:  Hardscape   $17,000
   Lighting   $3,000
   Polished Bowl Fountain  $2,700
   Chalkboards   $800
   Estimated Signage  $3,000
   Rocks and Paint  Supplies $1,000
   5-year Annuals & Maintenance $2,500

Funding Requested: $30,000

Proposed Partners: City of Bexley


